
The Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA)

A.K.A The Buckley Amendment

Statute: 20 U.S.C 1232 (g)

Regulations: 34 CFR Part 99



What is FERPA?

Â ñA federal law designed to protect the privacy of 
education records, to establish the right of 
students to inspect and review their education 
records, and to provide guidelines for the 
correction of inaccurate and misleading data 
through informal and formal hearings.ò

Â The Act is enforced by the Family Policy 
Compliance Office, U.S. Dept. of Education



What does it mean?

ÂRecords kept by educational institutions 
must be held confidential 
ÂCertain exceptions permitting release

ÂStudents have the right to
Â Inspect and review their education records

ÂSeek to amend education records

ÂHave some control over the release of 
information from education records



Who does the act apply?

ÂK-12 students and students enrolled in 
institutions of higher education

Â FERPA treats both groups the same with 
one fundamental difference

ÂWho the right is awarded



Parentsô Rights

Â When a student reaches the age of 18 or begins 
attending a postsecondary institution regardless of age, 
FERPA rights transfer to the student

Â Parents may obtain directory information only at the 
discretion of the institution

Â Parents may obtain non-directory information when it 
has been determined that their child is a dependent 
however, policies vary from institution to institution

Â Parents may also obtain non-directory information by 
obtaining a signed consent from their child



Who must comply with the Act?

Â FERPA compliance is mandatory for

ÂAny institution receiving federal funding

ÂViolation of the act can result in removal 
of federal funding



What is an ñEducation Record?ò

Â Records that areé

1. Directly related to a student or students; 

2. Maintained by an educational agency or 
institution

Â These records include files, documents, 
materials and student data systems 
which contain information from which 
students can be personally identified



ñPersonally Identifiableò

ÂData or information which includes
ÂThe name of the student, the studentôs parent 

or other family members;

ÂThe studentôs campus or home address;

ÂA personal identifier (ie: social security 
number or student number)

ÂA list of personal characteristics or other 
information which would make the studentôs 
identity easily traceable


